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	Course Code & Level:
	NT301A (Level 7)

	Course Objective
	The course introduces students to the Septuagint, the Mishnah, and the Talmud – main Jewish literature that were current at the time of the NT writings. An appreciation of these core writings would assist the students in the exegesis of the NT. These Jewish literatures will be explored in tasks of interpretations that depart from the selected passages from the Gospels using exegetical tools of biblical scholarship. Key themes will be identified from these interpretations and their significances for the contemporary context will be considered.

	Duration
	Classroom                                            40 hours       
Independent learning                        20 hours                            
Practical                                               20 hours 
Total Hours                                          80 hours     

	Credit Value
	8 credits

	Pre-requisite Courses
	Refer to MTC Handbook 2017

	Underpinning skill and knowledge
	A sound understanding of both the oral and written Samoan and English languages is necessary. Students must also have a basic understanding of the Greek and Hebrew languages.

	Learning Outcomes
	At the end of the course, the student should be able to:
1. Recognize the historical background of the period/s in which the Septuagint, the Mishnah, and Talmud emerged (e.g. Second Temple Period)
2. Identify and interpret how the connections (theological, social, rhetorical, textual etc) of these Jewish literatures to the Gospels would provide us with more understanding of God’s kingdom and salvation as proclaimed by Jesus
3. Demonstrate ability to write coherently in relation to selected passages and themes, to use library to access resources, and to present research assignments and article reviews, according to the required format for Malua Theological College essays.
4. Explain the relevancy of the understanding and knowledge from this study of the relationship of these Jewish literatures to the Gospels, to our many context/s in our Samoan world/s.


	Performance Standards
		Learning Outcomes
	Performance Criteria

	1. Recognize the historical background of the period/s in which the Septuagint, the MIshnah, and Talmud emerged (e.g. Second Temple Period)

	Explain the historical background/s of the Septuagint, the Mishnah, and Babylonian and Palestinian Talmud.
i. Before Second Temple Period – why these literatures were not written in this period – what literature Jewish people had instead
ii. Second Temple Period
iii. Post-second temple period

	2. Identify and interpret how the connections (theological, social, rhetorical, textual etc) of these Jewish literatures to the Gospels would provide us with more understanding of God’s kingdom and salvation as proclaimed by Jesus
	 Identify and interpret ‘how the relationship of these Jewish literatures to the Gospels’ helps our understanding of God’s kingdom proclaimed by Jesus. Relationship in terms of how people should relate to God. Some examples:
i. Love thy neighbor
ii. Planting and harvesting
iii. Divorce
iv. Women

	3. Demonstrate ability to write coherently in relation to selected passages and themes, to use library to access resources, and to present research assignments and article reviews, according to the required format for Malua Theological College essays.
	 Students to be able to:
i. identify the significances of the differences and similarities of the these Jewish literatures from the Gospels’ presentation of  Jesus’ ministry 
ii. analyze selected topics relative to their interpretations in Jewish literature and to selected passages from the Gospels using exegetical tools – such as women, divorce etc..
iii. identify the themes highlighted in the studied texts
iv. put together the research according to Malua essays guidelines

	4. Explain the relevancy of the understanding and knowledge from this study of the relationship of these Jewish literature to the Gospels, to our many context/s in our Samoan world/s.
	Application: Students should be able to:
i. relate the different interpretations of certain teachings about God’s kingdom shown in Jewish literatures and Jesus understanding of these teachings to our living life as Christians in our communities
ii. explain how these different interpretations would help our understanding of who Jesus is …




	Mode of Delivery
	Classroom tutorials

	Course Delivery Structure
	This course consists of 1 weekly class of 2hours
	Week 1	
	Historical backgrounds of the periods the Septuagint, the Mishnah, and the Talmud emerged

	Week 2
	Historical Backgrounds continued…

	Week 3	
	The Mishnah

	Week 4
	The Septuagint

	Week 5	
	The Babylonian Talmud

	Week 6
	The Palestinian Talmud

	Week 7	
	Examples of topics in Jewish literature and NT - Divorce

	Week 8
	Planting and Harvesting

	Week 9
	Presentations

	Week 10
	Presentations – Preparation for Exam

	
	




	Assessment Methods
	Participation			            10%
Essay – Review of an Article                10%
Essay – Biblical Interpretation            20%
Presentation	                                      10%
Exam				            50%
				           100%
	Area of Assessment
	Learning Outcomes
	Assessment Task
	Assessment Criteria
	Evidence

	Participation
	1-4
	· Class and Group Discussion
· Class Presentations
	· Attendance
· Confident to share thoughts and understanding on discussed topics
	Lecturer keeps record of students’ attendance and oral participation in class and group presentations

	1. Written Assignments
· Research
	
	Research Assignment on selected passages
· In Essay Form (2000 words)
	Research
Students to be able to:
· identify the significances of the differences and similarities of the interpretations of certain teachings about God’s kingdom found in these Jewish literatures to Jesus’ teachings in the Gospels
· analyze these differences and similarities using exegetical tools 
· identify the themes highlighted in the selected topics relative to selected texts
· put together the research according to Malua essays guidelines
· Ability to relate the themes and issues discussed in research to his/her own context/s.
	Marked script

	Presentation
	1-4
	Oral presentation of research (selected passage)
	· Demonstrate good use of different resources
· Show good analysis of the resources
· Show good understanding of the selected passage/s using the resources
· Ability to relate the research to his/her context/s
	Lecturer keeps record of student’s presentation

	Exam
	1-4
	Short answers – synoptic problem and hypotheses
Short essays - exegesis
	Knowledge – historical backgrounds of the periods in which the Jewish literature studied here emerged; certain teachings about God’s kingdom and their different interpretations – rabbi, Jesus...
Skills – analyse, interpret, short answers, short essays
Application – apply skills learned, relate interpretations to one’s context/s
	Marked script




	Requirements to complete the Course
	Successful Completion of Assessment Tasks to a combined total of at least 50%

	Recommended Texts
	The resources will consist of lectures and reading materials distributed throughout the duration of the term
Selected Readings:
Chilton, Bruce D. and Jacob Neusner. Classical Christianity and Rabbinic Judaism: Comparing Theologies. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2004.

McLay, R. Timothy. The Use of the Septuagint in New Testament Research. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003.

Neusner, Jacob. 1988. The Mishnah - A New Translation.
London : Yale University Press, 1988.

________. Jewish Christian Debates: God, Kingdom, Messiah. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1998.

_________.  Making God's Word Work: A Guide to the Mishnah. New York : Continuum, 2014.
		
	

	
	





	
Steinsaltz, Adin. The Essential Talmud. Basic Books : Perseus Books Group, 1976.
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