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The first Christian mission to employ Polynesians as missionaries in

Papua New Guinea (PNG) was the London Missionary Society (LNS)

mission {0 Papua, which was called the New Guinea mission. It started

on the Torres Strait Islands in 1871." Two European 1 onaries, AW,

Murray and Samuel Macrarlane who were working in the Loyalty

Islands were asked by the LMS Directors to go to New Guinea to begin

work there.2 Murray, who was sixty-one years old then, had had
experience using Samoans to take the Gospel to the New Hebrides, the |

Loyalty Islands* and Ellice Islands,’ so he was convinced that in many

respects the best missionaries to Papua would be Christians from other
Pacific Islands. When he and his fellow missionary set out on their first ,
trip to New Guinea, they took with them eight men and their wives who
had volunteered from the Loyalty Islands.® These were the first of
hundreds of South Sea Christians to become missionaries to New

Guinea.

The Reverend John Williams was the first to use “native agents to |
- pioneer the way for more cultured workers”7 in 1821.% Because of the |
ﬂ\ limitet numbers of Furopean missionaries while there was a great 1
v demand for religious instructors from the many islands where news of
\u\m\,a\\?&\ the new religion (and the material advantages its missionaries brought 1

- to the people) had spread, the missionaries had no choice but to send

islanders although they were only recent converts with very limited
knowledge of their new faith.® Although many of these were “truly
~ Lt = pious persons”, the missionaries soon realised the need for a better

C\\ system of training if maximum results were to be achieved. The first
i¥e trained Polynesian missionaries went “to the west” from the




ceived good general education, proper theological training, and
some  have been experienced teachers. Many of the changes
introduced by these Polynesians were easily comprehended, readily
welcomed and easily adopted by Melanesians. A simple illustration of
this is the adoption of prophet songs by the Motu people of the Central
District of Papua, making them an integral part of their culture. These
prophet songs were introduced by Cook Islands missionaries. As wi I be
seen in the following chapters, hardly any facet of the traditional way of
fe of the people among whom these Polynesian missionaries lived and

worked were left untouched by their influence. In this way they have,

contributed significantly to development in Melanesia.
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